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A  Sustainable  Institution  of  Educational  Excellence: 
It  All  Started — and  Continues — in  Joliet! 

Remembering  JJC’s  Golden,  Diamond  &  Centennial  Anniversary  Years 


CONVOCATION 
Thursday,  April  8,  1976 
8:00  P.M. 


Faculty  member  Paul  Johnson  welcomed  students,  staff,  legislators,  and  educational  leaders  from  across  the  state  to  JJC's  75th  anniversary  gathering 


By  Amy  Chellino 


“We  knew  we  had  something  a  little  bit  special — but  we  didn’t 
know  how  special,  or  what  was  to  grow  out  of  it...[W]hen  I 
hear  someone  talk  about  the  growth  of  the  junior  college  and 
the  tremendous  contribution  it  is  making  to  the  education  of 
our  citizens  I  always  want  to  shout:  ‘Yes,  and  it  all  started  in 
Joliet!’”  wrote  alum  Eleanor  Metheny  in  a  letter  dated  August 
15,  1951.  This  letter  was  a  reply  to  the  invitation  she  received 
about  JJC’s  50th  Anniversary  celebration.  This  year,  as  JJC 
celebrates  its  115th  year  as  the  intellectual  heart  of  our 
community,  we  reminisce  about  past  celebrations  highlighting 
momentous  anniversaries. 

In  1951,  Joliet  Junior  College  celebrated  its  50th  Anniversary. 
A  Golden  Anniversary  banquet  was  held  in  the  cafeteria  for 
$2  a  plate.  Retired  faculty  shared  their  memories.  A  skit  was 
performed  by  students,  a  pantomimic  comedy  was  presented 
by  a  history  instructor  followed  by  group  singing.  Alumni  who 
could  not  attend  sent  letters  and  telegrams  of  congratulations. 
Alum  B.  Leighton  Wellman  remarked  in  an  August  1951  letter, 
“I  have  always  been  very  proud  of  my  attendance  at  Joliet 
Junior  College,  and  have  never  missed  an  opportunity  to  praise 
it...[T]he  instruction  and  guidance  I  received  there  was  truly 
the  finest  I  have  ever  had." 


Similar  sentiments  were  to  follow  when  the  college  recognized 
its  75th  year  with  a  Diamond  Jubilee. 

“It  is  a  journey  that  will  remind  us  that  we  didn’t  show  up 
yesterday  or  the  day  before,  but  we  evolved  with  the  community 
and  the  nation  through  a  great  transition:  one  that  has  radically 
altered  our  lives,”  chairman  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee  committee, 
Joe  McLennan,  voiced  to  “The  Blazer,"  JJC’s  student  newspaper 
during  that  anniversary  year. 

On  April  8,  1976,  the  Diamond  Jubilee  drew  750  attendees 
including  students,  staff,  alumni,  legislators  and  educational 
leaders  from  across  the  state.  Speaker  Dr.  Sidney  R. 

Marland,  president  of  the  College  Entrance  Examination 
Board,  attributed  the  growth  of  community  colleges  to  “the 
ability  to  respond  quickly  and  adequately  to  the  needs  of  the 
communities  they  serve.” 

During  the  celebration,  a  telegram  from  President  Gerald  Ford 
was  read.  “As  the  first  community  college  of  this  country, 

Joliet  has  been  a  guide  and  inspiration  to  many  others. ..It  has 
also  been  a  primary  agent  for  sound  educational  change. ..It 
has  offered  young  and  old  alike  the  opportunity  to  further  their 
education  in  new  and  imaginative  ways,”  President  Ford  stated. 
A  message  from  Illinois  Governor  Dan  Walker  proclaimed  April 
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8th  as  “Joliet  Junior  College  Day”  throughout  the  state. 
Additional  events  celebrating  the  Diamond  Anniversary  were 
an  Americana  buffet  catered  by  the  culinary  arts  students, 
a  JJC  Jazz  Band  concert,  a  women’s  week  recognizing 
the  development  of  women’s  progress  in  the  nation  titled 
“Women!  Past-Present-Future,”  a  new  bell  tower  and 
dedication  ceremony,  a  Senior  Citizens  Day  and  construction 
of  ecology  trails  on  campus. 

For  the  Centennial,  a  year-long  celebration  began  on  January 
13,  2001  with  speeches  from  state  representatives,  past 
college  presidents,  congressmen  and  community  college 
associations.  JJC  was  praised  for  pioneering  the  community 
college  movement  and  thriving  through  the  first  hundred 
years. 

“One  hundred  years  have  passed  since  J.  Stanley  Brown 
started  a  post-secondary  educational  program  at  Joliet 
Township  High  School  that  was  based  on  a  concept 
developed  and  nurtured  by  Dr.  William  Rainey  Harper  ...While 
it  is  doubtful  that  either  man  fully  understood  the  magnitude 
of  this  new  creation  we  now  call  the  community  college, 
it  has  evolved  into  a  truly  unique  segment  of  American 
education. ..We  at  Joliet  Junior  College  are  proud  that  our 
college  is  the  nation’s  oldest,”  then  JJC  President  J.D.  Ross 
wrote  in  the  book  “Joliet  Junior  College:  A  Pictorial  History 
of  America’s  Oldest  Public  Community  College.” 
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In  fact,  a  message  —  "  '  " 

taken  from  the 
convocation  program  during  JJC’s  Golden 
Anniversary  in  1951  seems  equally  as  relevant  today  as  it 
was  then. 

It  reads,  “the  education  and  experience  junior  college  gives, 
lives  on  in  thousands  of  lives. ..[JJC]  will  reflect  back  a 
greater  training,  and  a  clearer  knowledge  of  an  increasingly 
complicated  world.” 

We  honor  the  people,  past  and  present,  who  have  made  this 
115th  anniversary  possible.  We  salute  the  administration 
who  have  contributed  their  vision,  the  faculty  who  have 
imparted  their  knowledge,  the  staff  who  have  kept  the 
campuses  running  smoothly,  the  students  who  have  shared 
their  experiences  to  make  the  classroom  a  diverse  place 
for  learning,  the  alumni  who  carry  the  quality  education 
that  JJC  provides  into  our  community,  state,  country  and 
world,  and  our  generous  donors  who  make  dreams  a  reality. 
Because  of  your  dedication  and  support,  JJC  will  continue  to 
strive,  evolve  and  be  a  sustainable  institution  of  educational 
excellence  for  years  to  come. 

“Learning  should  be  a  lifelong  experience,  and  it  hopefully 
will  be  for  those  who  are  affiliated  with  Joliet  Junior  College” 
(Diamond  Jubilee  document  from  the  archives,  1976). 


Centennial  Plaza  was  dedicated  and  the  community  could 
purchase  personalized  bricks  to  pave  this  engaging  outdoor 
seating  area.  The  Centennial  Awards,  $1,800  scholarships, 
were  presented  to  26  children  in  1987  to  be  used  to 
cover  tuition  at  JJC  during  the  college’s  centennial  year. 

A  Centennial  Gala  Finale  was  celebrated  on  February  9, 
2002  at  the  Renaissance  Center  in  downtown  Joliet.  Guests 
were  treated  to  a  cocktail  concert  with  entertainment  from 
the  JJC  Jazz  Quintet,  special  remarks  from  JJC  President 
J.D.  Ross,  dinner  and  dancing.  A  commemorative  coin  and 
calendar  served  as  mementos  of  this  exceptional  yearlong 
anniversary  celebration.  The  introduction  to  the  calendar 
stated,  “Nearly  100  years  have  passed  for  Joliet  Junior 
College,  but  this  is  only  a  starting  point. ...The  college 
will  continue  to  grow,  year  by  year,  student  by  student,  to 
develop  leaders  for  the  future.” 

Today,  as  we  look  back  on  the  past  115  years,  JJC  has 
been  the  center  of  education,  leadership,  culture,  lifelong 
learning,  and  enrichment  in  our  collective  communities. 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


April  8,  1976 
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My  warmest  congratulations  to  the  students, 
faculty  and  friends  of  Joliet  Junior  College  as 
you  mark  your  seventy-fifth  year  of  important 
service  to  higher  education. 

As  the  first  community  college  of  this  country, 
Joliet  has  been  a  guide  and  inspiration  to  many 
others.  It  has  also  been  a  primary  agent  for 
sound  educational  change.  Through  its  flexible 
admissions  policies,  low-cost  tuitions  and  pro¬ 
grams  designed  to  meet  the  special  needs  and 
skills  of  its  student  body,  it  has  achieved  great 
popularity.  It  has  offered  young  and  old  alike 
the  opportunity  to  further  their  education  in  new 
and  imaginative  ways. 

I  commend  all  those  who  have  been  associated 
with  this  fine  institution,  and  I  applaud  your  ef¬ 
forts  to  forge  this  new  and  rewarding  dimension 
in  American  education. 
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